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glue can be used for quite a number of different
purposes. According to the end in view, glue of
different degrees of purity can be used ; the most
common joiner's glue and the finest colourless gelatine
result in preparations of fairly similar qualities and
only differ strongly from one another in colour.
The production of glycerine glue is best proceeded
with in such a manner that the glue is first allowed
to soak in water and the cakes are transformed into
soft flaky masses,.which on lifting can easily be torn,
the water is then poured off, the steeped glue care-
fully melted and boiled when all the scum which ap-
pears during boiling floats on the surface and is
removed.
After this the necessary amount of glycerine is
added, and by stirring is intimately mixed with the
glue solution.
If a sample of glycerine glue prepared in this
manner does not show sufficient firmness on cooling,
then this is a proof that the mass contains too much
water, and by careful evaporation the excess of water
can be removed. The only precaution necessary to
take in this connexion consists in constant stirring
as soon as the mass begins to thicken in order to
avoid burning, which easily takes place where the
flame touches the vessel. If evaporation does not
take place over an open fire but on the hob danger
of burning is much less. Burnt glycerine glue has
a dark colour and a peculiar sweet sort of smell.
If the evaporated mass is sufficiently firm, it is
immediately poured into shapes ready to receive the